WHAT COMMUNITY COMMITMENT MEANS TO MAINE
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IS THIS STIGMA OR SUPPORT?
A significant number of people using Maine’s Mental Health Services have expressed deep concern that NAMI Maine’s public invitation across the state to the above Mental Health Awareness Week Event will stir up community misconceptions of “violent and crazy” mentally ill people.  Many consumers attending this event will be hearing the specifics of the Outpatient Commitment Law for the first time. Some people may be afraid to ask pressing personal questions at this public event, or may become confused and upset, causing premature worry or devastating fear. 

· Consumers have the RIGHT to be the first to learn how this Outpatient Commitment Law affects us! We want to be fully prepared to know where we stand, support our peers, and respond to community stigma! 

· Providing the information to the people directly effected, in a CONFIDENTIAL AND SAFE environment with trusted presenters and peers giving us the time we need to assimilate what this law means to us, would have been a RESPECTFUL first priority, and what it “means to the state of Maine” a second! 

· A program that is confidential and safe with trusted presenters and peers should have been provided long before this public forum!

· Education and training must be carefully developed and be presented by familiar & trusted consumers! The two presenters chosen by NAMI Maine are not well known to consumers in this state. Don Chamberlain from DHHS is newly hired to Maine’s adult mental health program. Mary Zdanowicz, who is not from Maine, works for The Treatment Advocacy Center that is supported by *The Stanley Foundation.  

   

The Advocacy Initiative Network 1-888-375-5969

Consumers may decide to register their concerns or support of NAMI Maine’s Mental Health Awareness Week Celebration on “What Community Commitment Means for Maine” by:


Calling NAMI at 207-622-5767


Attending a consumer “VOICE” Group outside UMA Jewett Hall at 3:30pm Oct.2nd with creative posters that express your opinion


Calling the Department of Health and Human Services Adult Mental Health Program Director or Commissioner Harvey at 207-287-4243


Writing a letter to any of the above contacts or your state legislator














*Maine newspapers have reported that the Stanley Foundation has been named in a legal dispute filed by several Maine families of deceased consumers whose brains were obtained by the foundation for research.

